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The French Government reaches Tours. Foreign diplomats
and refugees pour into the city; the population quadruples
within a few hours. Premier Reynaud arrives in Tours after
an overnight visit to the front. He has stopped on the way
back for a meeting with the French military chiefs at their new
headquarters at Briare. His own headquarters are established
near Tours in an old chateau lacking most of the facilities for
serving efficiently as a center of government. The dislocation
' of government services due to the withdrawal from the capital
is much greater than had been anticipated. Conditions in
Tours border on the chaotic.
Prime Minister Churchill, Mr. Eden, General Dill and other
British official go by air from England to consult with Premier
Reynaud, General Weygand and Marshal P6tain. They remain
at Tours for further consultations tomorrow.
In the absence of Prime Minister Churchill, Mr. Attlee
makes a statement in Parliament on the British Government's
attitude towards the Italian declaration of war. He says that
hardly ever before in history could a decision to embroil a great
nation in conflict have been taken so wantonly and with so
little excuse. Britain and France have repeatedly attempted to
come to some agreement with Italy to prevent the extension of
the war, and they have been patient under constant abuse.
Mr. Attlee accuses Premier Mussolini of having declared war
for completely sordid motives, seeing an opportunity of secur-
ing spoils cheaply at the expense of the western democracies.
He uses the analogy of the jackal which tries to obtain some
scraps from another beast's kill and of the petty sneak-thief